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fear. It is said that a stuffed snake's skin will, charm
a bird as well as the live snake.

I came near reaching a hasty conclusion the other
day with regard to a chickadee's nest. The nest is
in a small cavity in the limb of a pear-tree near my
study, and the birds and I are on very friendly
terms. As the nest of a pair of chickadees had been
broken up here a few seasons ago by a mouse or
squirrel, I was apprehensive lest this nest share the
same fate. Hence when, one morning, the birds
were missing, and I found on inspection what ap-
peared to be the hair of some small animal adhering
to the edges of the hole that leads to the nest, I con-
cluded that the birds had been cleaned out again.
Later in the day I examined the supposed hair with
my pocket glass, and found it was not hair, but some
vegetable fibre. My next conclusion was that the
birds had not been molested, but that they were
furnishing their apartment, and some of the material
had stuck to the door jambs. This proved to be the
correct inference. The chickadee makes a little felt-
like mat or carpet with which it covers the bottom
of the nest-cavity. A day or two later, in my vine-
yard near by, I found where a piece of heavy twine
that held a young grapevine to a stake had been
pulled down to the ground and picked and beaten,
and parts of it reduced to its original tow. Here,
doubtless, the birds had got some of their carpeting
material.
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